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NOTE

SiNCE the history of Latin America is prescribed as
part of Spanish studies in the University, it is fitting
that one of the Spanish texts should emanate from Latin
America. Bolivar’s address has been chosen both as
a historical document and as a characteristic piece of
prose. Its occasion demands a brief explanation.

The Captaincy-General of Caracas or of Venezuela,
from its establishment in 1742 as a distinct government
(extended and reorganized in 1777) subsisted for 8o years
under the system of Spanish rule. Miranda, ‘‘ Precursor
of Emancipation,” in vain attempted to rouse revolt
in 1806. Notwithstanding some infiltration of new
ideas, Venezuela remained an acquiescent dependency
of the Spanish Bourbon monarchy until the subversion
of that monarchy by Napoleon in 1808. In July, 1808,
the announcement of the accession of Joseph Bonaparte
produced an outburst of indignation in Caracas, and
Terdinand VII was there proclaimed King amid general
enthusiasm. In April, 180g, the municipality of Caracas
formed a Junta ““to preserve the rights of Ferdinand VII”’
and asserted the ‘‘right of the Provinces of America to
govern themselves in the absence of a general govern-
ment.” The Junta sent two envoys to London to solicit
British support; one of them was Simén Bolivar, a
childless widower of 29, a wealthy member of the old
Creole aristocracy, who had travelled extensively in
Europe.

The improvised Regency of Spain treated the move-
ment as rebellion. The logic of events and the efforts
of a few revolutionaries also pointed to separation. A
Venezuelan Congress, which assembled in March, 1811,



























































































































