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IS THE M O N R O E  D OC T R IN E  INVOLVED IN THE C O N 

TROVERSY B E T W E E N  V ENEZUELA  AND 

GREAT BR ITA IN?

B Y  C H A S. P. D A L Y , L L .D .

{Reprinted frovi the N . Y. Herald o f  Jan. ig, i 8q6.)

T h e  im p re ssio n  w h ich  a p p ea rs  to  h a v e  b e en  p ro d u c e d  on the  

m in d s  o f  o u r p eo p le  b y  the  P r e s i d e n t ’s r e c e n t  m e s s a g e  w as  th a t  
E n g la n d ,  u n d e r  c o v e r  of  a d isp u ted  b o u n d a r y ,  had t a k e n ,  o r  w as 

a b o u t  to  ta k e  p o sse ssio n  b y  fo rce ,  in d is r e g a r d  of  the  M o n r o e  d o c 
tr in e, o f  a la rg e  p a r t  o f  the  t e r r i t o r y  o f  V e n e z u e l a ;  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  

the  m o re  o b v io u s  fro m  her re fu sa l  to  a l lo w  th e  q u e s tio n  in d is p u te  

to be  s e t t le d  b y  a rb itra t io n ,  and in v ie w  of  the  f a c t  th a t  a m o n g  the  

la r g e  n at io n s  in m o d e rn  t im es  E n g la n d  has b e e n  o n e  o f  the  m o st  
a g g r e s s i v e  in t a k i n g  and h o ld in g  as a p e r m a n e n t  p o sse ssio n  the  

te r r i t o r y  o f  w e a k e r  nations, th ree  e x a m p le s  of  w h ic h  will  suffice: 

H e r  in te r fe r e n c e  on b e h a lf  o f  an E n g l is h  c o m m e rc ia l  c o m p a n y  in 
In dia , w h ich  was fo l lo w e d  up b y  a c q u ir in g  th e  w h o le  o f  I n d ia ;  h er  

t a k i n g  N e w  Y o r k  b y  fo rce ,  in a t im e  of  p eace, fro m  th e  D u tc h ,  w ho  
d is c o v e r e d  and s e t t le d  it, and  h er  re c e n t  o c c u p a tio n  o f  E g y p t .

W h e t h e r  the  M o n r o e  d o c tr in e  is or is n ot  in v o lv e d  in w h a t  is 

k n o w n  as th e  V e n e z u e la n  c o n t r o v e r s y  is a q u e stio n  n ow  o p en  fo r  
e x a m in a tio n ,  and in w h a t  I ha ve  to  say  r e s p e c t in g  it, I do n ot  w ish  

to be u n d e rsto o d  as q u e s t io n in g  th a t  d o c tr in e ,  fo r  I b e l ie v e  as 
fu l ly  as a n y  one th a t  it is our in te re s t  to m ain ta in  i t ;  t h a t  as a 

n at io n a l  p o l ic y  it  m a y  even be m o re  im p o rta n t  in th e  fu tu r e  than  it  

is n o w ;  and  one g o o d  e ffect  a t  least ,  has re s u lte d  fro m  P r e s id e n t  

C l e v e l a n d ’s m e s s a g e :  it has d isc lo sed ,  in r e s p e c t  to t h a t  d o c tr in e ,  
h o w  w id e s p re a d  th r o u g h o u t  o u r  c o u n t r y  at  th e  p r e se n t  d a y  is the  d e 

term in a tio n  o f  o u r p eople  to  up ho ld  it. In th e  m e ss a g e  a n n o u n c in g  

it, in 1823, P r e s id e n t  M o n ro e  s a id :  “ W ith  the  e x is t in g  co lo n ie s  o r  

d e p e n d e n c ie s  o f  a n y  E u r o p e a n  P o w e r  we h a v e  n ot  in te r fe re d ,  and 

shall  n ot  i n t e r f e r e . ”  W h en  this  w as said B r it ish  G u ia n a  was o ne  of  
th e se  e x is t i n g  co lo n ie s  or d e p e n d e n cie s ,  and  the  q u e s tio n  o b v io u s ly  

arises ,  W h a t  has G r e a t  B r ita in  do n e  o r  th r e a te n e d  to  do  th a t  ca l ls  

fo r  o u r i n te r f e r e n c e  n ow ? I f  she has s im p ly  e n t e r e d  u p o n  and  

e x p re s s e d  he r  d e te rm in a tio n  to  k e ep  p o ssessio n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  th a t
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r e a l ly  b e lo n g s  to her, it  is no v io la t io n  o f  the  M o n r o e  d o c t r i n e ;  it  

is n ot  an a t t e m p t  b y  a E u r o p e a n  P o w e r ,  in th e  l a n g u a g e  o f  th e  
m e s s a g e ,  “  to  e x t e n d  its s y s t e m  to  a n y  p o r t io n  of  th is  h e m i s p h e r e ,”  

w h ic h  “  is d a n g e r o u s  to o u r p e a c e  and  s a f e t y , ”  n or  is i t  w ith  r e s p e c t  

to  g o v e r n m e n t s  upon  this  c o n t in e n t ,  “  w h o  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  th e ir  in d e 
p e n d e n c e  a n d  m a in ta in e d  it, an in te r p o s i t io n  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  of  

o p p r e s s in g ,  o r  c o n t r o l l in g  in a n y  o t h e r  w a y  t h e ir  d e s t i n y , ” w h ic h  

“  c a n n o t  be r e g a r d e d  in a n y  o t h e r  l ig h t  th a n  as a m a n ife s t a t io n  of  

an u n f r i e n d ly  d isp o sit io n  to w a rd  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . ”

W h e t h e r  i t  is, w h a t  P r e s id e n t  B u c h a n a n  in his  m e s s a g e  in 
i860 d e c la r e d  to be w ith in  th e  M o n r o e  d o c t r in e ,  an  a t t e m p t  to  

d e p r iv e  a n e ig h b o r i n g  R e p u b l i c  o f  a p a r t  o f  its  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  w h a t  

Mr. M c M a s t e r s ,  in a r e c e n t  a r t ic le ,  ca l ls  an a t t e m p t  b y  G r e a t  

B r ita in  to  t a k e  fro m  V e n e z u e l a  a t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  has b e e n  e s t im a t e d  

as e m b r a c i n g  an a re a  o f  33,000 s q u a re  m iles,  b u t  w h ic h  he d e c l a r e s  
is 109,000 sq u a re  m iles,  and  40,000 s q u a re  m iles  l a r g e r  than  th e  s ix  

N e w  E n g l a n d  S ta te s ,  a n d  w h ic h  he s a y s  “  she has no ju s t  c la im  to  

w h a t e v e r , ”  a s a fe r  o p in ion  m a y  b e  f o r m e d  w h en  th e  f a c t s  h a ve  b e en  
m o re  f u l ly  in v e s t i g a t e d  and  m a d e  k n o w n .

W h e t h e r  th is  t e r r i t o r y  b e lo n g s  to  E n g l a n d  or to  V e n e z u e l a  
a p p e a r s  to  me to be r a t h e r  a g e o g r a p h ic a l  and h is t o r ic a l  than  a p o l i t 

ica l  q u e s t io n ,  and  one th a t  in v o lv e s  an in q u ir y  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  th e  

lo n g  p e r io d  o f  tw o  h u n d r e d  y e a rs .  W h a t  is in d is p u te ,  b r ie f ly  s ta te d ,  
is this  : E n g l a n d  c la im s  th a t  th e  t e r r i t o r y  e x t e n d i n g  fro m  the  m o u th  

o f  th e  R i v e r  E s s e q u ib o  to  th e  O r i n o c o  w as  a p a r t  o f  D u t c h  G u ia n a  

w h en  D u t c h  G u ia n a  w as  c e d e d  b y  th e  D u t c h  to  th e  E n g l i s h  in 

18x4, w h ile  V e n e z u e l a  c la im s  th a t  it  n e v e r  b e lo n g e d  to D u t c h  
G u ia n a ,  b u t  w a s  S p an ish  t e r r i t o r y ,  w h ic h ,  as su ch ,  p a s s ed  to V e n e 

zu e la  in 1810, w h en  h er  s t r u g g l e  w ith  Sp ain  c o m m e n c e d ,  w h ic h  

r e s u l t e d  in th e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  h e r  in d e p e n d e n c e .  A s  S e ñ o r  Cal-  

c a ñ o ,  a f o r m e r  M in is te r  fo r  F o r e ig n  A ff a ir s  in V e n e z u e la ,  p uts  it, in 

an a r t i c l e  on the  r ig h t s  o f  V e n e z u e l a ,  p u b l is h e d  on D e c e m b e r  22, 

1895, “ W h a t  w as  S p a in ’s p o ss e s s io n  in 1810 b e lo n g s  to  V e n e z u e l a ,  
and  w h a t  w as  H o l l a n d ’s in 18 14  b e lo n g s  to  E n g l a n d . ”

T h i s  g e n t le m a n ,  w h o  is said  to  h a v e  filled m a n y  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  

p u b lic  offices in V e n e z u e l a ,  m a y  be a c c e p t e d  as  one w h o  is a b le  to 

p r e s e n t  the  V e n e z u e l a n  s ide  o f  th e  q u e s t io n  as s t r o n g l y  as it  can  be 

p re s e n te d .  H e  says, in th e  a r t ic le  a b o v e  r e f e r r e d  to, th a t  “ w h en  

D u t c h  G u ia n a  w as c e d e d  b y  th e  D u t c h  to  the  E n g l is h  in 1814, the  

D u t c h  a n d  th e  E n g l i s h  k n e w  v e r y  w ell ,  t h a t  th ere , a t  the  m o u th  o f  th e  

E s s e q u ib o ,  c o m m e n c e d  th e  S p a n is h  d o m a i n ” ; a n d  th e n  co n tin u e s ,  

“ it w as  n o t  m e r e ly  th e  D u t c h  and  the  E n g l i s h  w h o  w e r e  a w a re  o f
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th is  f a c t ;  it  w as  a m a tt e r  o f  un iversa l  k n o w l e d g e ;  ch o r o g r a p h e r s ,  
h is to r ia n s  and  g e o g r a p h e r s  all k n e w  it, and s ta te d  it in th e ir  ch a rts ,  

in th e ir  c h r o n ic le s  a n d  treatises ,  p u b lish ed  in E n g l a n d ,  F r a n c e  and 

S p a in .”
I f  this  is tru e  it  d isp oses  o f  the  V h o l e  q u e stio n .  B u t  it  is not  

tru e ,  as will  s u b s e q u e n t ly  appear. H e  re fe r s  to no c h o r o g r a p h e r ,  a 

t i t le  g iv e n  to  one w h o  d e sc r ib e s  a d is t r ic t  or p a r t ic u la r  c o u n t r y ,  or 

to  a n y  c h a r t  o r  m ap in su p p o rt  o f  this  b ro a d  s ta te m e n t .  H e  re fers  
to tw o  h is to r ica l  w o r k s  o n ly — F a t h e r  C a u l in ’s “  C h o r o g r a p h ic a l  
H is t o r y  of N e w  A n d a l u s i a , ”  fo r  th e  s t a t e m e n t  th a t  th e  D u tc h  in 
1596 a t t e m p t e d  to a sc e n d  the  R i v e r  O r in o c o  and w ere  d r iv e n  b a ck  

b y  the  Spanish, w h ic h  is tru e, b u t  the  D u t c h  s e t t le m e n ts  w e s t  o f  
the  E s s e q u ib o  c a n n o t  be said to h a ve  b e c o m e  p e r m a n e n t  until  s e v 

eral  y e a rs  a f t e r w a r d .  H e  a lso  re fe r s  to  the  A b b é  R a y n a l ’s w o r k  on 
the  E a s t  and  W e s t  In dies,  to  show  th a t  in 1666 and 1740 the  D u tc h  

w e r e  d r iv e n  a w a y  b y  the  S p an ia rd s  fro m  the  v ic in i t y  o f  the  E s s e 
q u i b o ,  w h ich  m a y  be  true, for all  th a t  I k n o w  to the  c o n t r a r y ,  b u t  

the  A b b é  R a y n a l ,  t h o u g h  an a t t r a c t i v e  w riter ,  is n o t ,  as is w ell  

k n o w n  to s ch o la rs ,  v e r y  re l iab le  upon q u e stio n s  o f  fac t .
S e ñ o r  C a l c a ñ o  a lso  say s  th a t  H o l la n d  k n e w  t h a t  the  Sp an ish  

do m ain  c o m m e n c e d  a t  the  E s s e q u ib o ,  b e c a u s e  b y  the  fifth c h a p te r  o f  

the  t r e a t y  o f  M ü n s te r ,  in 1748, b e tw e e n  her and  Spain , “ she r e c o g 
n ize d  S p a in ’s r ig h ts  to t h e s e ’ t e r r i t o r i e s , ”  b u t  no such  r e c o g n it io n  

is fo u n d  in the  fifth c h a p te r  or a r t ic le  o f  t h a t  c e le b r a t e d  tre a ty .  

A l l  th a t  it  p ro v id e s  is th a t  Spain  o r  H o l la n d  shall  t h e r e a f t e r  c o n 
tin u e  in p o ssessio n  o f  such lordships, c it ies ,  co u n tr ie s ,  & c . ,  in the  

E a s t  and  W e s t  In d ie s ,  B raz i l  and  upon the  c o a s t  o f  A s ia ,  A f r i c a  and 

A m e r ic a ,  as  e ith e r  “ r e s p e c t iv e ly  ho ld  and p o s s e s s ,”  a n d  s a y s  n o t h 
in g  w h a t e v e r  r e s p e c t i n g  b o u n d a r ie s .  A n d  e q u a l ly  u n fo u n d e d  is 

S e ñ o r  C a l c a ñ o ’s f u r th e r  s ta te m e n t  that such a re c o g n it io n  is fo u n d  

in the  a g r e e m e n t  e n te r e d  into  b e tw e e n  Spain  and  H o l la n d  a t  A ra n -  

ju e z ,  June 23, 1720.
T h e  w h o le  o f  th e  re g io n  l y in g  e ast  and so uth  o f  th e  O r in o c o  w as  

o r ig in a l ly  k n o w n  as C a riba n a, a n am e d e r iv e d  fro m  th e  C a rib s , w h o  

th e n  in h ab ite d  it, and  is re p re s e n te d  b y  th a t  nam e on the  e a r l ie s t  

a t la s  w e  h a ve ,  th a t  o f  O rte l iu s ,  w h ich  w as p u blish ed  at  A n t w e r p  
in 1570, in w h ich  a t la s  he e m b ra c e s ,  u n d e r  th e  n am e  o f  C a r ib a n a ,  

all th a t  w as  a ft e r w a r d  kn o w n  as D u tc h  and F r e n c h  G u ia n a .  U n d e r  

the  e x t e n s iv e  v ie w s  th a t  w ere  th en  e n t e r t a in e d  as to  w h a t  ca m e  
u n d e r  and w as a c q u ire d  b y  the  r ig h t  o f  d is c o v e r y  it  w as  r e g a r d e d  

as b e lo n g in g  to Spain , and th e  first se t t le r s  in it, e ast  and  so u th  o f  

the  O r in o c o ,  it is said, w ere  an o r d e r  o f  C a p u c h in  fr ia rs ,  u n d e r  a
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Sp an ish  p a te n t ,  and  M is s  S te v e n s ,  an A m e r ic a n  la d y ,  w h o  l iv e d  fo r  
s o m e t im e in the  o ld  to w n  o f  G u a s a p a t i ,  so u th  of  the  O r in o c o ,  say s  

th a t  in th a t  to w n  t h e r e  w ere, d u r i n g  h e r  t im e, the  re m a in s  o f  an 

old m o n a s t e r y ,  a ch a p e l ,  and b o t a n ic a l  g a r d e n s  w h ic h  th e se  S p an ish  

fr ia rs  had p la n te d .  In  16 14  tlie  D u t c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  D a lt o n ,  the  

h is to r ia n  of  B r it is h  G u ia n a ,  s e t t le d  a t  th e  m o u th  of th e  E s s e q u ib o ,  

w h e r e  t h e y  e r e c t e d  a fort ,  and  a f t e r w a r d s  m a d e  o t h e r  s e t t le m e n ts  
w e s t  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o ,  w ith in  the  n ow  d is p u te d  te r r i t o r y .  T h e s e  

first s e t t le m e n ts  w e r e  m ade  u n d e r  th e  a u s p ic e s  o f  so m e  D u tc h  m e r 

c h a n ts  o f  Z e e la n d ,  in H o l la n d ,  b u t  as th e  s e t t l e m e n t s  and  i n t e r 

c o u r s e  w ith  th e m  in c re a s e d  b o t h  w e s t  a n d  e ast  o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o  
R i v e r ,  this  in fa n t  D u t c h  c o l o n y  w as r e c o g n i z e d  b y  H o l la n d  and  

b r o u g h t  u n d e r  the  c o n tr o l  o f  the  S t a te s  G e n e r a l .

In  1621 it  w as  re p r e s e n te d  to be in a f lo u rish in g  c o n d it io n  and 

t h ir t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r w a r d  the  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  the  m o u th  o f  the  E s s e 

q u ib o  w as  v is i t e d  b y  the  D u t c h  n a v ig a to r ,  D e  V r i e s ,  w ho  w ill  be 

fa m il ia r  to th o s e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  the  h is t o r y  o f  N e w  Y o r k  w h e n  it  
w as  a D u t c h  co lo n y .  T h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  N e w  Z e e la n d  and 

N e w  M id d e lb u r g ,  on the  b a n k s  o f  th e  P u m a r o n  a n d  the  M a r o c o ,  
a n o t h e r  a t  th e  co n flu e n ce  o f  the  C u y u n i  a n d  th e  E s s e q u ib o ,  

w h ic h  w ere  all w ith in  the  d is p u te d  t e r r i t o r y ,  w ith  s e t t l e m e n t s  o r  

p o sts  on e it h e r  side o f  the E s s e q u ib o ,  a n d  upon th e m  the D u t c h  

had p la n t a t io n s  w h e r e  t h e y  c u l t iv a t e d  t o b a c c o ,  c o t t o n  and sugar . 

U p o n  so m e o f  them  s u g a r  m ills  and  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  e r e c te d  a t  the  

j o i n t  e x p e n s e  of  the  s e t t le r s ,  w h ich  p la n ta t io n s  w e r e  a f t e r w a r d  

e x t e n d e d  b e y o n d  the  e a s t  b a n k  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o .  In  1670 a G o v 

e r n o r  o f  E s s e q u ib o  w as a p p o in te d  b y  th e  S t a te s  G e n e r a l ,  a n d  in 

1687 a fo r t i f ica t io n  w as  e r e c t e d  on C a p e  N a ss a u ,  the  n a m e  th a t  the  

c a p e  sti ll  bears ,  and  w h ic h  is w ith in  th e  d is p u te d  t e r r i t o r y ,  b e in g  

a b o u t  h a lf  w a y  b e tw e e n  the  m o u th  of  the  E s s e q u ib o  a n d  t h a t  o f  the  

O r in o c o .  T h i s  c o n tin u o u s  c o u r s e  o f  s e t t le m e n ts  b o th  w e s t  a n d  e ast  
o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o  w a r ra n ts  th e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  D a lt o n ,  th a t  “ a t  the  

c lo s e  o f  the  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  the  s e v e n  u n ited  p r o v in c e s  of  H o l 

land  s u c c e e d e d  in t h e ir  e n d e a v o r s  to c o lo n iz e  th is  la n d  b y  th e  c u l 

t iv a t io n  of  t o b a c c o ,  c o t t o n  a n d  p r o b a b ly  s u g a r , ”  w h ic h  he c o n tr a s t s  

w ith  “ the  c o n d u c t  o f  th e  S p a n ia rd  w h o , in his  t h ir s t  fo r  g o ld ,  

s o u g h t  an im a g in a r y  t r e a s u r e  w h ile  th e  D u t c h m a n  c o n t e n t e d  h im 

se l f  w ith  the  c u l t iv a t io n  o f  th e  s o i l . ”

I f  w e  d e p e n d e d  up o n  th e se  f a c t s  a lo n e  to  d e te r m in e  w h a t  w o u ld ,  
u n d e r  such  c ir c u m s t a n c e s ,  be  the  n a tu r a l  b o u n d a r y  of  su ch  a 

c o lo n y ,  or, to  e x p re s s  it in th e  la n g u a g e  o f  M r. O l n e y  in his l e t t e r  
to  L o r d  S a l isb u ry ,  its  l e g i t im a t e  t e r r i t o r ia l  e x p a n s io n ,  it  m ig h t  be
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r e g a rd e d  as e m b r a c in g  the  w h o le  t e r r i t o r y  w es t  o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o  

to the  m o u th  of  th e  O r in o c o ,  f ro m  m a n y  e x a m p le s  in the  s e t t le m e n t  
o f  o u r  ow n N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  c o lo n ie s  as to t e r r i t o r y  t h e y  had ta k e n  

p o sse ssio n  of  w h en  the  c o u n t r y  w as a w i ld e r n e s s  and  in h a b ite d  b y  
s a v a g e s ,  a n d  w h ic h  d is t in g u is h  o n e  f ro m  a n o t h e r ;  a c o n sp icu o u s  
e x a m p le  o f  w hich  w as the s e t t le m e n t  o f  the  F r e n c h  a t  the  m o u th  o f  

the  M ississ ip p i  a n d  b ut  l i t t le  b e y o n d  it, w h o  c e d e d  to the  U n it e d  
S ta te s  b y  t r e a t y  a t  the  b e g in n in g  o f  this  c e n t u r y ,  th e  M ississ ippi 

f ro m  its m o u th  to  its head w a te r s ,  and the  w h o le  re g io n  w es t  o f  it  

to the  P acif ic .

W h en  s e t t le m e n ts  are m a de  in c o u n t r ie s  t h e r e to f o r e  in h abited  
b y  s a v a g e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  o v e r  a c o n t in e n t  l ike  ours, i t  has g e n e r a l ly  

b e e n  on th e  co a st ,  b y  the  m o u th  of  r iv e r s ;  and  w h ere  the  in te n t io n  

w as to  s e t t le  p e r m a n e n t ly  and d e v e lo p  the  c o u n t r y ,  t h e y  are g e n e r 
a l ly  r e g a r d e d  as h a v i n g  ta k e n  p o sse ssio n  of  w h a t  m a y  be re q u ired  

fo r  th a t  p urp o se, in ,  the  n atu ra l  co u r s e  o f  t e r r i to r ia l  e x p a n s io n ;  

w h a t  t h e y  ha ve  so p o ssessed  th e m s e lv e s  of  b e in g  u s u a lly  in d ic a te d  
b y  the n atu ra l  fe a tu re s  of  the  c o u n t r y ,  such as m o u n tain  b arriers ,  

the  co u rse  of  r iv e r s  and th e ir  tr ib utaries ,  the  l im itat io n s  im p o se d  o r  

in d ic a te d  b y  g r e a t  r iv ers  or the  p r o x im it y  o f  o th e r  s e t t le m e n ts  in 
the  same r e g io n ,  w ith  a re c o g n it io n  of  the ir  equ al r ig h t s  to  t e r r i t o 

rial e x p a n s io n ;  a n d  w here  a new  re g io n  in h a b ite d  o n ly  b y  s a v a g e s  
is ta k e n  p o ssessio n  of  and a s e t t le m e n t  m a d e  at  th e  m o u th  o f  a 

r iv e r  e m p t y in g ,  l ike  the E s s e q u ib o ,  into  the  sea, t h a t  p o ssessio n  is 

r e g a r d e d  as e m b r a c in g  the  r iv e r  to  its  h ead  w a te r s  and  th e  t r ib u 
tar ies  f lo w in g  into  i t ;  the p o ssessio n  o f  a r iv e r  and its  t r ib u ta r ie s  

b e in g  e sse n tia l  as a n e c e s s a ry  m ean s o f  t ra n s p o rt  t h r o u g h  th e  c o u n 

t r y  w h ich  is then  a w i ld e r n e s s ;  and we are  t o ld  b y  a Sp an ish  w riter ,  

A l c e d o ,  to  be h e r e a f t e r  re fe r r e d  to, th a t  the  c o u n t r y  th r o u g h  w hich  

th e  E s s e q u ib o  flowed w as c o v e r e d  w ith  w o o d s  to the  s h o re s  of  the  

r iv er ,  and s h e lte r e d  b a rb a ro u s  tr ib e s ,  w ho  m a in ta in e d  th e m s e lv e s  

b y  f ish in g  a n d  the  c h a s e ;  th a t  the  C a r ib s  in h a b it in g  C a r ib a n a  w ere  

on a m ica b le  te rm s  w ith  the  D u tc h  and a ss is ted  th e m  to n a v ig a te  

th e  E s s e q u ib o  a n d  its  tw o  la rg e  tr ib u ta r ie s ,  the  C u y u n i  and the  

M a z a ro n i ,  to  e n tra p  the  In dians, w h o m  t h e y  b r o u g h t  to la b o r  on 

th e ir  p la n ta t io n s .  T h i s  w ou ld  im p ly  p o sse ssio n  th en  b y  the_ D u tc h  

o f  the  w h o le  c o u n t r y  th r o u g h  w h ic h  th ese  r iv e r s  f lowed, w h ich  m a y  

be  said p r a c t ic a l ly ,  from  the  co n fig u ra t io n  o f  the  c o u n t r y ,  to e m 

b r a c e  the  w h o le  o f  the  disp uted  t e r r i to ry .
B u t  it  w o u ld  s ee m  th a t  th e  D u tc h  did n o t  so r e g a r d  it  s i x t y - t w o  

y e a r s  a f t e r  th e ir  s e t t le m e n t  at  the  m o u th  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o ,  if we 

m a y  in fe r  w h a t  th e  v ie w  o f  the  D u tc h  th en  w as fro m  the  D u t c h
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m a p s o f  t h a t  p er iod ,  1696, w h ic h  are  th e  e a r l ie s t  m a p s  I h a v e  b e e n  

ab le  to find d e l in e a t in g  D u t c h  G u ia n a .  A t  t h a t  p e r io d  the  c o u n t r y  

in the  v i c in i t y  o f  the  O r in o c o  w as  c a l le d  N e w  A n d a lu s ia .  W h a t  w as 

th e n  k n o w n  as V e n e z u e l a  la y  to  th e  s o u th  o f  i t ;  a n d  this  Sp an ish  

p r o v i n c e  o f  N e w  A n d a lu s ia  is r e p r e s e n t e d  on th e s e  D u t c h  m a p s  as 
e x t e n d i n g  s o u th  of  th e  O r in o c o ,  and  in c l u d i n g  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  n ow  

d is p u te d  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e  e a r l ie s t  D u tc h  m aps, o r  m a p  of  a n y  kind 

of  D u t c h  G u ia n a ,  th a t  I h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  find is o ne  o f  P i e t e r  

M o r t ie r ,  a D u t c h  g e o g r a p h e r ,  c o m p i le d ,  as he  says, f ro m  th e  b e s t  

a u th o r it ie s ,  w h ic h  is in an a tla s  p u b l is h e d  a t  A m s te r d a m .  I t  is 
w i th o u t  date , b u t  this ,  f ro m  so m e  fa m il ia r i t y  w ith  th e  s u b je c t ,  I am 
ab le  to  fix a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a t  1696.

I t  g i v e s  the  D u tc h  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e s t  o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o  b e fo r e  

r e f e r r e d  to, a n d  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  S p a n is h  p r o v in c e  o f  N e w  A n d a lu s ia  

as e x t e n d i n g  b e y o n d  the  O r i n o c o  a n d  in to  th e  n o w  d is p u te d  t e r r i 

t o r y ,  a n d  th e  t e r r i t o r y  e ast  o f  th e  E s s e q u i b o  he d is t in g u is h e s  b y  

the  w o r d  “  H o l a n d a i s . ”  B u t  a n o t h e r  D u t c h  m ap  o f  a b o u t  the  sam e 

p er io d ,  b y  C h a r l e s  A l la r d ,  s h o w s  th is  m o re  c le a r ly .  I t  is c o n ta in e d  

in an a tla s  p u b lis h ed  a t  A m s t e r d a m  b y  C o v e n s  &  M o r t ie r ,  w h ich  

g iv e s  th e  w h o le  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  S p an ish  p r o v i n c e  o f  N e w  A n d a lu s ia  

b y  a c a r e fu l ly  d raw n  red  l ine, s h o w in g  th a t  it  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  the  

O r i n o c o  and in c lu d e d  th e  w h o le  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m  th e  m o u th  o f  the  

O r i n o c o  to  th a t  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o ,  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th is  re d  line c le a r ly  
in d i c a t i n g  t h a t  it w as  th e n  a Sp an ish  p r o v in c e ,  a n d  the  c o u n t r y  

e ast  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o  is r e p r e s e n t e d  on th is  m ap as G u ia n a .

I t  is a m a te r ia l  f a c t  in th is  c o n t r o v e r s y  t h a t  th e  un ited  t e s t i 

m o n y  o f  th e s e  D u tc h  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  sh o w s t h a t  up to  1708 the  

c o u n t r y  n ow  in d is p u te  w as  r e g a r d e d  b y  th e m  as S p a n is h  t e r r i t o r y ,  

a nd  it  is s c a r c e l y  su p p o s a b le  t h a t  n e a r ly  a c e n t u r y  a f t e r  th e  D u t c h  

b e g a n  th e ir  s e t t le m e n ts  th e se  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  c o u ld  h a v e  had a n y  
o b j e c t  in d im in is h in g  th e  e x t e n t  o f  a D u t c h  c o l o n y .  B u t  m a p s  are  

b y  no m ean s in fa l l ib le ,  and  a t  th a t  e a r ly  p e r io d  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  did  

n ot  a lw a y s  l im it  t h e m s e lv e s  to  w h a t  t h e y  had a s c e r t a in e d ,  b u t  s o m e 

t im e s  p u t  d o w n  w h a t  t h e y  im a g in e d .  B u t  it is a lso  to  be said th a t  

the  D u tc h ,  w h o  had b e e n  g r e a t  n a v ig a to r s ,  w e r e  a t  th a t  t im e in 

a d v a n c e  of  o t h e r  n a t io n s  in g e o g r a p h i c a l  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  first 

a t la s  a n d  th e  f irst w o r k  on p h y s ic a l  g e o g r a p h y  w e r e  p u b l is h e d  in 

H o l la n d ,  a n d  the  m aps o f  th e s e  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  had th e n  a d e s e r v e d  

r e p u ta t io n  fo r  the  e x t e n t  o f  the  g e o g r a p h i c a l  i n fo r m a t io n  t h e y  

fu r n is h e d  a n d  th e ir  c o m p a r a t i v e  a c c u r a c y .  O f  c o u r s e  it  c a n n o t  be 

d e c la r e d  t h a t  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  w h a t  w as  th e n  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  the  

D u t c h  g o v e r n m e n t  to  be th e  e x t e n t  o f  the  D u t c h  c o lo n y .  T h e y  are



i

n ot in th is  r e s p e c t  e n t i t le d  to the w e ig h t  th a t  w ou ld  b e  a t t a c h e d  to 
a m ap p u b lish ed  b y  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o r  one of i ts  d e p a rtm e n ts ,  

like  o u r  H y d r o g r a p h i c  Office, but  th e y  a r e  e ntit led , in m y  m ind, to 

the  c o n s id e r a t io n  th a t  I h a v e  not  in m y  r e s e a r c h e s  fo u n d  a n y t h in g  

to c o n t r a d i c t  them  fo r  a p er iod  of  m a n y  y e a r s  th e re a fte r .

O n  the  co n tr a r y ,  D o p p e lm a i e r ’s g r e a t  G erm an  atla s ,  p ublished 
in N u r e m b e r g  in 1742, show s a s e t t le m e n t  or p o st  c a l le d  St. 

T h o m a s ,  w ith  the  w o r d s  “  sub H is p a n is  ”  on the e a s t  s ide  o f  the 

O r in o c o  a n d  n ear its  m o u th ,  and G u ia n a  as east a n d  so u th  o f  the 

E s s e q u ib o ,  in d ic a t in g  th a t  the  re g io n  w e s t  of th a t  r iv e r  b e lo n g e d  
to Spain , a lth o u g h  it sh o w s C ap e  N a ss a u ,  as on p r e v io u s  maps 

a b o u t  h a l f  w ay  b e tw e e n  the  m outh  of  t h e  E s s e q u ib o  and  th a t  of 

the  O r in o c o .  W ith in  a few  y ears ,  h o w e v e r — t h a t  is, in 1759—  
the  D u t c h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  as L o r d  S a l i s b u r y  has s t a t e d ,  c la im e d  the 
basin  o f  th e  C u y u n i  R i v e r  and its  b r a n c h e s ,  w hich  is w e s t  o f  the 

E s s e q u ib o  and w ithin th e  disp uted  t e r r i t o r y ,  as b e l o n g i n g  to  the 

D u tc h ,  the  g o v e r n m e n t  of  H o l la n d  h a v i n g  sent a re m o n s t r a n c e  to 
Spain  c o m p la in in g  o f  th e  in cu rs io n  of  th e  Sp an iards  in to  the  D u tc h  

p o sts  and  s e t t le m e n ts  on the  b a n k s  o f  th e  C u yu n i,  w h ich  re m o n 

s t r a n c e  was fo l lo w e d  b y  a n o th e r  in 1769, to  w hich r e m o n str a n c e s ,  
he says, Spain  m ade  no rep ly , and that  i t  is e v id e n t  fro m  a rc h iv e s  

n ow  e x i s t i n g  in Spain  th a t  the Sp an ish  C o u n cil  o f  S ta te  did  not 

c o n s i d e r  th a t  th e y  had the  m eans o f  r e b u t t i n g  these  r e m o n str a n c e s ,  

a n d  th a t  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  th e  re p o rts  s e n t  them as to  the  Spanish 

c la im  b y  th e ir  s u b o rd in a te  officers as u n s a t is f a c t o r y  and  i m p r o b 

a b l e ;  w h i le  S e n a to r  L o d g e ,  in his r e c e n t  sp eech  in t h e  S e n a te ,  says 

th a t  b e fo r e  this— in 17 5 8 — when the  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  the  E s s e 
q u ib o  in t h a t  y ea r  s e n t  a p ro tes t  to  t h e  Spanish a u t h o r i t ie s  c o m 

p la in in g  t h a t  Spanish t ro o p s  had d r ive n  t h e  D u tch  f r o m  o n e  o f  the 

p o sts  t h e y  had on th e  b a n k s  of the  C u y u n i ,  a r e p l y  w as  re c e iv e d  

s a y i n g  th a t  the R i v e r  C u y u n i  and its d e p e n d e n c ie s  b e lo n g e d  to 

Spain.
I t  m a y  p o ss ib ly  be  th a t  d u r in g  the h a l f  ce n tu ry  t h a t  in te rv e n e d  

fro m  th e  t im e  of the  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  the  D u tc h  m aps to  th is  period 
— 1158— th e  D u tc h  c o l o n y  had so in c r e a s e d  in p o p u la t io n  and  trade 

th a t  th e  t e r r i t o r y  w e s t  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o  b ecam e re q u is i te  to  it in 
the  o r d i n a r y  co u rse  o f  te r r i to r ia l  e x p a n s io n ,  or it m a y  be  th a t  when 

the  S t a te s  G e n e r a l  o f  H o l la n d  r e c o g n i s e d  the in fa n t  c o l o n y  and 

to o k  c o n t r o l  o f  it, w h ic h  th e y  did by  g r a n t i n g  to t h e  D u t c h  W e st  
In d ia  C o m p a n y  c e r t a in  r ig h ts  in it, a n d  exe rc ise d  o t h e r  a c t s  of  

d o m in io n ,  t h e y  r e g a r d e d  th e  te r r i to r y  f r o m  the m o u th  of  th e  E s s e 

q u ib o  to  t h a t  of  the  O r i n o c o  as h a v in g  b e e n  taken p o ss e s s io n  o f  by



th e m , as  Spain  had  n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t le d  in it, h e r  s e t t le m e n ts ,  

so f a r  as m ade, b e in g  v e r y  l im ite d  a n d  c lo s e  to  the  O r in o c o ,  and 

b e c a u s e  her c la im  b e y o n d  th a t,  if  a n y ,  w o u ld  h a ve  e x t e n d e d  to  th e  

w h o le  r e g io n  o r ig in a l ly  k n o w n  as C a r ib a n a ,  as all  t h a t  it r e s te d  

upon w a s  th e  v a g u e  a n d  lo o se  ideas  th a t  th e n  e x is t e d  as to  th e  

e x t e n t  o f  p o sse ssio n  t h a t  w as  in c id e n t  to  th e  r ig h t  o f  d is c o v e r y ,  

w h ic h  c la im  n e i t h e r  the  D u tc h ,  the  F r e n c h  n o r  the  E n g l is h  paid 

a n y  a t t e n t io n  to w h en  t h e y  s e t t le d  in C a r ib a n a ,  E n g l a n d  also  h a v 
in g  h a d  a c o lo n y  th e re  fo r  so m e y e a rs ,  w h ich ,  in 1674, she  e x c h a n g e d  
w ith  th e  D u t c h  f o r  N e w  Y o r k .

I t  m a y  be, t h e r e fo r e ,  as I h a v e  sa id ,  th a t  w h en  th e  S t a te s  G e n 
era l  o f  H o l la n d  t o o k  the  D u t c h  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e r e  m a d e  u n d e r  its 

c o n tr o l ,  it  h a d  the  r ig h t  to  t a k e  p o sse ssio n ,  a n d  did so, o f  the  t e r r i 

t o r y  w e s t  o f  E s s e q u ib o ,  o r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  it  w h e r e  th e  S p an ish  had  no 

s e t t le m e n ts  and  th e y  had, su ch  as N e w  Z e e la n d ,  M id d e lb u r g ,  K i c k -  

o v e ra l ,  C a p e  N a ss a u ,  w h ich  t h e y  fo rt i f ied ,  a n d  s e t t le m e n ts  o r  p o s ts  

on b o t h  s ides  of  the  E s s e q u ib o .  H o w e v e r  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  b e en ,  it  

is c e r ta in  th a t  H o l la n d  c la im e d  all th e  t e r r i t o r y  as he rs  m o re  than  

h alf  a c e n t u r y  b e fo r e  D u tc h  G u ia n a  w a s  c e d e d  to  th e  E n g l is h .  I t  

m a y  be  fu r th e r  s t a t e d  th a t  fo r  so m e  y e a r s  b e fo r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e s e  

D u t c h  r e m o n s t r a n c e s  w e r e  s e n t  to Sp ain  E u r o p e a n  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  

g e n e r a l ly ,  as w ell  as A l c e d o ,  an e m in e n t  S p an ish  g e o g r a p h e r ,  
t r e a t e d  the  n ow  d is p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  as b e lo n g i n g  to  th e  D u tc h .

I h a v e  n o t  g o n e  o v e r  all th e  E u r o p e a n  a t la s e s  b e tw e e n  th a t  t im e  

and  1814, n o r  w o u ld  it ,  I su p p o se ,  b e  p o ss ib le  to  d o  so in th is  
c o u n t r y .  T h e  la r g e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a t la s e s ,  f r o m  the  first one, b y  

O r t e l iu s ,  in 1570, to  the  b e g i n n i n g  o f  the  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y ,  th a t  I 

k n o w  of, and  I h a v e  seen  the  p r in c ip a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  in E u r o p e ,  is th e  

o n e  b e lo n g i n g  to  the  A m e r ic a n  G e o g r a p h ic a l  S o c ie t y  a t  N e w  Y o r k ,  

and  w h a t  I h a v e  b e en  a b le  to  g a t h e r  fro m  th is  la rg e  c o l le c t io n  has  

b e en  c o n f ir m a t o r y  of  w h a t  has  b e e n  a b o v e  s ta ted .  M y  s p ace  will  

a d m it  o n ly  o f  m y  r e f e r r i n g  to  a fe w  o f  th e se  maps. A n  u n d a te d  

m ap o f  H e r m a n  M o l l ’s, e n t i t le d  the  C o a s ts ,  C o u n t r ie s  and  Is la n d s  
o f  th e  S o u th  Sea  C o m p a n y ,  g i v e s  th e  w h o le  re g io n  e a s t  o f  th e  O r i 

n o c o  to  D u t c h  and  F r e n c h  G u ia n a .  T h e  g e n e r a l  a t la s  o f  the  w o r ld ,  

L o n d o n ,  17 2 1 ,  has w h a t  is c a l le d  a n e w  m ap o f  the  w o r ld  f ro m  the  

l a te s t  o b s e r v a t io n s .  I t  s h o w s  C a p e  N a ss a u  c o n s i d e r a b l y  to  the  

w es t  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o  a n d  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  C a r ib a n a  n e a r ly  as in 

p r e v io u s  m aps. In H e n r y  P o p p l e ’s a t la s  o f  the  P o r t u g u e s e  E m p ir e  
in A m e r i c a ,  w ith  the  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n is h  S e t t l e m e n t s  A d j a c e n t ,  

t h e r e  is a m ap w hich , fro m  th e  d a te  o f  o t h e r  m a p s  in th e  a tlas ,  I fix 

at  a b o u t  1750, s h o w in g  th e  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m  the  m o u th  o f  th e  O r in o c o
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to  th a t  o f  the E s s e q u ib o  as s ep a ra te  fro m  N e w  A n d a lu s ia ,  w ith  the  

nam e o f  Surin a m , e v id e n t ly  g iv e n  by  the  D u tc h ,  a n d  it is d is t in 
g u ish e d  fro m  N e w  A n d a lu s ia  b y  b e in g  c o lo re d ,  w h ich ,  if  c o r r e c t ,  

sh o w s t h a t  a t  th a t  time the  now  d isp uted  t e r r i t o r y  w as d is t in c t  from  
th a t  o f  th e  Spanish. In a n o th e r  map in the  sam e a tla s  of  the  

B r it is h  p o sse ssio n s  this is show n m ore  c le a r ly ,  w hich  r e p re se n ts  
S u r in a m  as far  as then  s ett led  b y  the D u tc h ,  w ith  the  sam e b o u n d 
a r y  fro m  th e  E s s e q u ib o  a ro u n d  the co a st  to  the  O r in o c o  and  then  

so u th  to L a k e  C a y a m a  and  the  is land o f  St. T h o m a s ,  w ith  the  

D u tc h  s e t t le m e n ts  w est  of the  E s s e q u ib o ,  as in the  D u tc h  m aps I 

h a ve  r e fe r r e d  to, f ifty-five  y ea rs  b e fo re .  In T h o m a s  J e f f e r y ’s m ap, 
L o n d o n ,  1778 , th e  b o u n d a r y  o f  D u tc h  G u ia n a  is re p re s e n te d  b y  a 

line fro m  the  m o u th  of  the  O r in o c o  and  th e n c e  aro u n d  the  c o a s t  to 
th e  R i v e r  M aroni,  w hich  is the  b o u n d a r y  b e tw e e n  D u tc h  and F r e n c h  

G u ia n a .

T h o m a s  K i t c h e n ’s G e n e r a l  A t la s  of  the  W o r ld ,  L o n d o n ,  1782, 
re p r e s e n ts  as D u t c h  G u ia n a  the  c o u n t r y  to  the  so u th  of  th e  O r i 

n o co  e a s tw a rd  to th e  M a ro n i  R iv e r ,  the  b o u n d a r y ,  as I h a v e  said , 
o f  F r e n c h  G u ia n a ,  the b o u n d a r y  b e in g  m a rk e d  b y  c o lo re d  lines. 

W ith in  the  lines re p re se n te d  as D u tc h  G u ia n a  is the  R i v e r  C u y u n i ,  

the  tw o  D u tc h  fo r ts  h e r e to fo r e  re fe r re d  to, the  D u tc h  C a p e  N a ssa u , 
and the  D u tc h  s e t t le m e n t  far  to the  w est  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o ,  or, in 

g e n e ra l  w ord s ,  all  o f  the  t e r r i t o r y  now  c la im e d  b y  th e  E n g l is h  as 

a c q u ir e d  f ro m  the  D u tc h .  T h i s  a tla s  was p u b lish ed  fo u r te e n  y ea rs  
b e fo r e  th e  E n g l is h  c o n q u e s t  o f  D u tc h  G u ia n a  and t h i r t y - t w o  y e a r s  

b e fo r e  th e  c o lo n y  w as  c e d e d  to  the E n g l is h  b y  the  D u tc h ,  a t  a t im e 

w hen  th e re  co u ld  n ot  h a ve  b een  a n y  in te re s t  on the  p art  o f  an 
E n g l i s h  c a r t o g r a p h e r  to g iv e  an e rro n e o u s  r e p re s e n ta t io n  o f  w h a t  

w as  then  u n d e rs to o d  as D u tc h  G u ia n a ;  a n d  A r r o w s m i t h ’s E n g l is h  

A t la s ,  L o n d o n ,  1806, in c lu d e s  as D u tc h  G u ia n a  the  re g io n  w e s t  o f  

t h e  E s s e q u ib o  and  a co n sid e ra b le  w a y  in land.
B u t  m o re  im p o rta n t  than this  is w hat  is fo u n d  in the  w o rk  o f  the  

Sp an ish  g e o g r a p h e r ,  A l c e d o  (N o te  A ).  I t  is in five v o lu m es,  p u b 

l ish ed  in M a d rid ,  1 7 8 6 -1 7 8 9 , the  o rig inal  w o r k  in Spanish b e in g  

n o w  e x c e e d i n g l y  rare , a c o p y  of  w hich  is in the  l ib ra ry  of  the  

A m e r ic a n  G e o g r a p h ic a l  S o c ie ty .  A  t ra n s la t io n  b y  G . A . T h o m p s o n  

w as p u b l is h e d  in L o n d o n ,  1 8 1 2 - 1 8 1 5 .  T o  c ite  p a s s a g e s  fro m  this  

v o lu m in o u s  w o r k  w ou ld  require  to o  m u c h  sp ace . I  shall  t h e r e 

fo re  con fin e  m y s e l f  to  a v e r y  b r ie f  e n u m e r a t io n  of  w h at  he states ,  

g i v i n g  th e  v o lu m e s  and p a g e s  w h ere  the p a s s a g e s  I r e f e r  to can  
be  fo u n d  in the E n g l is h  t ra n s la t io n .  H e  d e sc r ib e s  C a r ib a n a  as 

a  la rg e  c o u n t r y  w h ich  e x t e n d s  to the  m o u th  o f  th e  O r in o c o ,  and
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w h ic h  in c lu d e s  th e  D u t c h  c o l o n y  o f  E s s e q u ib o ,  S u r in a m , B e r b ic i ,  

a n d  th e  F r e n c h  c o l o n y  o f  C a y e n n e  (V o l .  I . ,  p. 310). H e  p la c e s  

th e  R i v e r s  C u y u n i ,  C a r m e n  and  C o s a c u r o ,  w h ic h  a re  all in the  

d is p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y ,  as  in t h a t  p a r t  o f  G u ia n a  p o ss e s se d  b y  the  

D u tc h ,  w h o  had b u i l t  fo r ts  on e i t h e r  s ide  o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o ,  and 

s a y s  t h a t  b y  m e an s  of  th e se  r i v e r s  the  D u t c h  m e r c h a n t s  o f  the  p r o v 

in ce, a ss is ted  b y  the  C a rib s ,  g o  to e n t r a p  the  In d ia n s  ( Y o l .  I . ,  pp. 
318, 524, 570). T h a t  on tw o  o f  the  is lan d s  o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o  are  

p la n ta t io n s ,  w ith  so m e h o u se s  f o r m i n g  p a r t  o f  th e  c o l o n y  w h ic h  the  

D u t c h  had  e sta b l ish e d  on th e  s h o r e s  o f  th a t  r iv e r  (V o l .  I I . ,  pp. 82, 

83). H e  re fe r s  to  th e  R i v e r  M a r a q u in ,  w h ic h  is w ith in  th e  d is 

p u te d  t e r r i t o r y ,  as  in th a t  p a r t  o f  G u ia n a  p o ss e s se d  b y  the  D u tc h  

(V o l.  I I . ,  pp. 445, 4 51) ,  and  to  the  R i v e r  M a za ro n i ,  w h ic h  is a lso  

w ith in  th e  d is p u te d  t e r r i t o r y ,  as  o n e  w h ic h  th e  D u t c h  n a v ig a te ,  

b e in g  p r o t e c t e d  b y  th e  C a r ib s  ( V o l .  I I I . ,  p. 86).
I h a v e  not,  e x c e p t  in a v e r y  l im ite d  e x t e n t ,  b e e n  a b le  to fo l lo w  

the  F r e n c h  a n d  G e r m a n  a t la s e s  fro m  th e  t im e  o f  S a n s o n  a n d  t h a t  o f  

D o p p e lm a ie r  in 1742, to  1 8 1 4 ;  b u t  as f a r  as I h a v e  see n  th e m  I h a v e  

fo u n d  n o t h in g  c o n t r a r y  to  w h a t  I h a v e  s t a t e d  r e s p e c t i n g  th is  

p er iod . T h e  G e r m a n  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  d u r in g  the  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y  

h a v e  b e e n  n o te d  fo r  th e ir  c a re  a n d  a c c u r a c y  in m ap m a k in g ,  a n d  it 

m a y  be  m a te ria l  in th e  p r e s e n t  in q u ir ie s  to  s ta te  t h a t  t h e  th r e e  la st  

G e r m a n  a tla ses , b y  K ie p e r t ,  A n d r e e  a n d  S t ie le r ,  the  la st  e d it io n  o f  
S t ie le r  b e in g  in 1891, w o r k s  o f  d e s e r v e d  re p u ta t io n ,  a l l  a g r e e  in 

g i v i n g  B r it is h  G u ia n a  a w e s t e r n  b o u n d a r y ,  d r a w n  in a g e n e r a l  

s o u t h e r l y  d ir e c t io n  f r o m  the  m o u th  o f  th e  O r in o c o ,  th u s  g i v i n g  to  

G r e a t  B r ita in  all th a t  she n o w  c la im s  a n d  w h e r e  she  ha s  o v e r  40,000 
in h a b ita n ts .

T h e s e  fa c t s  show , so fa r  as th e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  o f  c a r t o g r a p h e r s  
a n d  g e o g r a p h e r s  are  e n t i t le d  to  w e ig h t ,  th a t  th e  t e r r i t o r y  c la im e d  

b y  V e n e z u e l a  w as  r e g a r d e d  as b e l o n g i n g  to  the  D u tc h  f o r  m o re  than  

half  a  c e n t u r y  b e fo r e  it  w as  c e d e d  b y  t h e  D u tc h  to  th e  E n g l i s h .  I t  

is said, h o w e v e r ,  b y  M iss  S t e v e n s  t h a t  b e t w e e n  th e  y e a r s  1780 a n d  

1783 o rd e rs  w e r e  is s u ed  b y  th e  K i n g  o f  S p a in  fo r  p e o p l in g  and 

g o v e r n i n g  the  p o rt io n  o f  G u ia n a  ly i n g  b e t w e e n  th e  E s s e q u i b o  a n d  the  

O r i n o c o ,  w ith  d ir e c t io n s  to  in v e s t i g a t e  th e  D u t c h  t r a d i n g  p o sts ,  a n d  

S e ñ o r  C a l c a ñ o  sa y s  th a t  b e fo r e  this, b y  the  r o y a l  d e c r e e s  o f  th e  

K i n g  o f  Spain , o f  A p r i l  13, 17 79 , a n d  O c t o b e r  1, 1780, a Sp an ish  

n av al  officer w a s  d i r e c t e d  to  s to r m  a f o r t  w h ich  th e  D u t c h  w e r e  

e r e c t i n g  on th e  R i v e r  M a r o c o ,  and  to  in fo rm  the  G o v e r n o r  o f  

E s s e q u i b o  t h a t  th e  S p an ish  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  n o t  t o l e r a t e  t r e s 

p a sses  b y  s t r a n g e r s  on land o f  th e  S p a n is h  d o m a in ;  a n d  th e  N e w



11

Y o r k  Sun o f  D e c e m b e r  20, 1895, has p u blish ed  a p o rt io n  o f  a m ap 

sa id  to h a v e  b e e n  a u th o r iz e d  b y  the  Sp an ish  g o v e r n m e n t  in 1796 

s h o w in g  t h a t  D u tc h  G u ia n a  w as to the  e a s t  o f  the  E s s e q u ib o ,  and 

th e  c o u n t r y  w e s t  o f  it, w hich  in c lu d e s  the  d isp u ted  te r r i t o r y ,  

b e lo n g e d  to S p a in ;  the w e ig h t  to be g iv e n  to w h ic h  I am un ab le  to 

d e te r m in e  w ith o u t  r e a d in g  th e se  d e c re e s  and s e e in g  this  map, in 
w h ic h  c o n n e c t io n  I sho uld  m en tio n  th a t  a w r i t e r  o f  J a n u a ry  2, 1896, 
c a l l s  a t te n t io n  to a V e n e z u e la n  a c c o u n t  o f  a Sp an ish  ro yal o rd e r  of  

1780 e sta b l ish in g  ru les  to  p eo p le  the  p r o v in c e  o f  G u ia n a  and to 
o c c u p y  land, w h ich  s ta tes  th a t  this  p r o v in c e  c o m m e n c e d  a t  the  

w in d w a r d  of  the  fall  o f  the  R i v e r  O r in o c o  into  th e  sea  on the 

b o r d e r  o f  the  D u tc h  c o lo n y  of  E s s e q u i b o ;  w h ich  this  w r i t e r  r e g a rd s  
a s  an adm issio n  b y  V e n e z u e la  th a t  le a v e s  no d o u b t  th a t  in 1780 the 

S p an ish  g o v e r n m e n t  a d m it te d  the  e x is t e n c e  of  the D u tc h  p ossession  

to  the  m o u th  of  the  O r i n o c o ;  w hich  is n ot  so c le a r  to  me as it seem s 

t o  the  w riter ,  as I have  m e t  w ith  o th e r  in sta n c e s  in w hich  th e  
S p a n ia rd s  use the  nam e of  G u ia n a  fo r  the  t e r r i t o r y  w e s t  o f  the  

E s s e q u ib o ,  w h ich  n am e o f  G uiana, D a l t o n  says, w as  g iv e n  b y  th e  

D u tc h  and  m e a n t  wild  coast.
T h e  f a c t s  h ere  b r o u g h t  t o g e th e r ,  I th in k, suff ic ien tly  sh o w  ho w  

difficult , if  n ot  im p ossib le ,  it  will  be for the  C o m m iss io n  a p p o in te d  
b y  the  P r e s id e n t  to do w h a t  the  a c t  o f  C o n g r e s s  u n d e r  w h ich  t h e y  

w e r e  a p p o in te d  re q u ires  o f  th e m — th a t  is, “  to  re p o rt  upon the  tru e  

d iv is io n a l  line ”  b e tw e e n  V e n e z u e la  and  B r it ish  G u ia n a ,  b u t  it is 

p o ss ib le  fo r  a b o a rd  of  a rb itra t io n  to say  w hat,  in v ie w  o f  all the  
c ir c u m s t a n c e s ,  w o u ld  be a fair  line o f  sep a ra tio n  or b o u n d a r y .  

T h i s  L o r d  S a l isb u ry  will  not  c o n s e n t  t o ;  th a t  is, he is w i l l in g  “ to  
h o ld  open  fo r  p u b lic  n e g o t ia t io n s  and e ve n  a rb itra t io n  the  u n s e t t le d  

land b e tw e e n  the  S c h o m b u r g k  line and w h a t  the  E n g l is h  c o n s id e r  

th e ir  r ig h t fu l  b o u n d a ry ,  but  n o t  the  t e r r i t o r y  w ith in  the  S c h o m 

b u r g k  line, an a r b i t r a r y  one, fixed som e y e a r s  a g o  b y  th e ir  ow n  

offic ia ls ;  the  re a so n  g iv e n  fo r  the  re fu sa l  b e in g  th a t  the  r ig h t  o f  the  

E n g l i s h  to  th a t  w as  u n d o u b ted ,  the  c la im  o f  V e n e z u e l a  to in c lu d e  
w h ic h  in the  a rb itra t io n ,  L o r d  S a l isb u ry  says, is a “ p re te n sio n  

h a r d ly  less  e x o r b i ta n t  than  w ou ld  be a re fu sa l  o f  G r e a t  B r ita in  to  

a g r e e  to an a rb itra t io n  on the  b o u n d a r y  o f  B r it ish  C o lu m b ia  and  
A la s k a ,  un less  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s  w ou ld  c o n s e n t  to b r in g  into  q u e s 

t ion  the  o n e -h a lf  o f  the  w h o le  a re a  o f  the  l a t t e r  t e r r i t o r y . ”
B u t  th is  i l lu s tra tio n  is n ot  a n a lo go u s .  T h e  u n c e rta in ty ,  if  I am  

w a r r a n t e d  in so e x p r e s s in g  it, as to  w h a t  w as  Sp an ish  and  w h a t  w as 

D u tc h  t e r r i t o r y ,  has e x is te d  fo r  tw o  h u n d red  y e a rs ,  as show n b y  

D u tc h  m aps at  th e  b e g in n in g  of  th a t  period . T h e s e  sh o w  th a t  the
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w h o le  re g io n  w e s t  o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o  to  the  m o u th  o f  th e  O r i n o c o  

w as  Sp an ish  t e r r i t o r y ,  and  in th e  c la im  m a d e  to it  b y  Spain  so m e 

th ir t y - f iv e  y e a r s  b e fo r e  the  E n g l i s h  p o sse ssio n  o f  th e  c o lo n y ,  n o  

d is t in c t io n  w a s  m a de  as to  a n y  p a r t  o f  it, b u t  th e  w h o le  t e r r i t o r y  w as  

c la im e d  w es t  o f  th e  E s s e q u ib o ,  a n d  su ch  b e in g  the  fa c t ,  w h a t  g r o u n d  
can  t h e r e  be fo r  d is t in g u is h in g  p a r t  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  lies w ith in  

an a r b i t r a r y  l ine  d r a w n  by S ir  R o b e r t  S c h o m b u r g k ,  a Pru ss ian  s u r 

v e y o r  e m p lo y e d  b y  G r e a t  B r ita in ,  as a p a r t ic u la r  p a r t  in r e s p e c t  to  

w h ic h  E n g l a n d  has, as L o r d  S a l is b u r y  say s ,  “ an  u n d o u b t e d  r i g h t  ?”

W h e r e  a d is p u te  e x is ts  b e tw e e n  tw o  in d iv id u a ls ,  o ne  o f  th e m  m a y  

r ig h t f u l l y  re fu se  to  su b m it  the  m a t t e r  to  a r b i t r a t io n ,  w ho  fe e ls  

a ss u re d  th a t  he has b u t  to  r e s o rt  to  a ju d ic ia l  t r ib u n a l  to h a v e  his 

r i g h t s  e n f o r c e d  ; b u t  w h en  a d is p u te  e x is t s  b e tw e e n  tw o  in d e p e n d e n t  

S t a t e s  upon a q u e s t io n  of  b o u n d a r y ,  t h e r e  is no su ch  tr ib u n a l  to  
re s o r t  to , and th e  o n ly  w a y  in w h ic h  it  can  be s e t t le d  is b y  a r b i t r a 

tion  o r  the  s w o rd ,  and  this  b r in g s  up th e  q u e s t io n  w h e t h e r  th e  

re fu s a l  o f  G r e a t  B r ita in  to  h a v e  th e  m a t t e r  in d is p u te  b e tw e e n  h e r  

a n d  V e n e z u e l a  s e t t le d  b y  a r b i t r a t io n  is a p o s it io n  th a t  ca l ls  fo r  t h e  

a p p l ic a t io n  b y  us o f  the  M o n r o e  d o c t r i n e — th a t  is, if  a  q u e s t io n  o f  

this  k in d  a rises  b e tw e e n  a E u r o p e a n  c o l o n y  a n d  o ne  o f  the  S o u th  

A m e r ic a n  S t a te s  w h ich  th a t  S t a t e  is w i l l in g  to h a v e  s e t t le d  b y  a r b i 

tr a t io n ,  b u t  th e  p a r e n t  c o u n t r y  o f  th e  c o lo n y  is not,  t h a t  it  is o u r  

r i g h t  a n d  w e w ill  c o m p e l  h e r  to  do so, to  th e  full  e x t e n t  o f  o u r  

p o w e r ,  w h ich  is  a v ie w  of  the  M o n r o e  d o c t r in e  o f  e x t e n s i v e  o b l i g a 

t ion  a n d  f r a u g h t  w ith  w id e s p r e a d  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

W h e n  the  U n i t e d  S t a te s  w as  in v i t e d  b y  C o lo m b i a  a n d  M e x ic o  t o  

sen d  d e le g a t e s  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  U n i t e d  S t a te s  to a C o n g r e s s  of  

R e p u b l ic s ,  to  b e  he ld  a t  P a n a m a , f o r  m a k i n g  th e  M o n r o e  d o c t r in e  

m o re  e ffe c tu a l ,  w h ic h  o u r g o v e r n m e n t  d id  n o t  a c c e p t ,  it  m ay b e  

w ell  t o  re ca l l  th e  l a n g u a g e  o f  a r e s o lu t io n  th e n  a d o p t e d  b y  th e  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  the  c lo s e  o f  w h ic h  w as  in th e s e  w o r d s :  

“  T h e  p eo p le  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a te s  s h o u ld  be le f t  f re e  to  a c t  in a n y  

cr is is  in su ch  a m a n n e r  as th e ir  f e e l in g s  o f  f r ie n d s h ip  t o w a r d  t h e s e  

R e p u b l i c s  and as th e ir  o w n  h o n o r  a n d  p o l i c y  m a y  a t  t h e  tim e d i c 

t a t e . "  A t  the  p r e s e n t  t im e — t h a t  is, b y  th e  c e n s u s  o f  18 9 1— B r it is h  

G u ia n a  h a d  a p o p u la t io n  o f  278,295, o f  w h ic h  2,533 w e r e  b o rn  in 

E u r o p e ,  99,615 w e r e  A fr ic a n s ,  105,465 E a s t  I n d ia n s  and 3 ,7 1 4  

C h in e s e ,  and  V e n e z u e l a  had a p o p u la t io n  o f  2 ,3 2 3 ,52 9 , the  p r o p o r 

t io n  o f  th e  w h ite  r a c e  in e a ch  b e i n g  a b o u t  o n e  p er  c e n t .  I h a ve ,  I 

th in k ,  s e t  f o r th  th e  n a tu re  a n d  fu l l  e x t e n t  o f  the  V e n e z u e l a n  c la im , 

an d  w h e t h e r  w e  will  go  to  w ar  w ith  G r e a t  B r ita in  to  c o m p e l  h er  to 

h a v e  it  s e t t le d  b y  a r b i tr a t io n  m a y  b e  s a f e ly  le f t  to  w h a t  P r e s id e n t
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V a n  B u r e n  said w as  c h a r a c t e r is t ic  o f  our p e o p le — the  s o b e r  seco n d  

t h o u g h t — who will  co n sider, to use the  la n g u a g e  o f  the  re so lu t ion  
j u s t  re fe r r e d  to, w h e th e r  o u r fr ien dsh ip  fo r  this  R e p u b l ic  and o u r 

o w n  h o n o r  and p o lic y  d e m an d  th a t  w e  should  c a r r y  the  M o n ro e  
d o c t r i n e  to  th a t  e x te n t .  A  war b e tw e e n  tw o  g r e a t  n at io n s  in such 

a  m a tt e r  w ith  all th a t  such a war will  enta il  on each, a p p ea rs  to me 

t o  be e x tr a o r d in a r y ,  unless  it  has its  s o u rc e  in an in s t in c t iv e  desire  
to  m a k e  w a r  upon each  other , w hich  I do not  b e lie v e .  T h e  sam e 
s o b e r  s e co n d  t h o u g h t  m a y  be c o m m e n d e d  to the E n g l is h  G o v e r n 

m e n t  w ith  the e x p e c ta t io n  th a t  upon a m o re  t h o r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d 

i n g  o f  the  fa c ts  it  m ay  see its w ay  to a v o id  such a co n flict ,  as I th in k  

t h a t  if  th e re  e v e r  w as  a case  th a t  sho uld  be s e t t le d  b y  a rb itra t io n  it 

is this.
C h a r l e s  P . D a l y .

N e w  Y o r k ,

January 17, 1896.

N o t e  A .— The title of Alcedo’s work, taken from the first volume, is as follows: 
Diccionario Geográfico-Histórico de las Indias Occidentales o América : Es a saber: 
de los Reynos del Perú, Nueva España, Tierra Firme, Chile, y Nuevo Reyno de 
Granada, E tc., Escrito por el Coronel D . Antonio de Alcedo, Capitan de Reales Guardias 
Españolas.

Tomo I. Con Licencia.
En la Imprenta de Benito Cano. En Madrid Año de M D C C L X X X V I.

The military rank of the writer and the imprimatur give an official character to the 
work.

N o t e  B .— In the article by Mr. Charles H. Lugrin in the Herald  of Sunday, 
January 26th, on Guiana’s Boundaries a Century Ago, the writer gives a quotation from 
a manuscript History of Guiana, which he says is in his possession, and adds that a 
reference in the quotation “ to the map sent by the Spanish Government to D ’Anville, 
the French geographer, on which the lines of Dutch Guiana are laid down in accord
ance with a description given herein, seems to be important, and the map, if it could 
be found, would be almost conclusive evidence.”

The quotation from the manuscript which he gives says nothing about any map, 
The words of the quotation are as follows:

‘ ‘ With respect to the Dutch line it appears by certain authentic documents trans
mitted by the Court of Spain to M. D ’Anville, Geographer and Engineer to the K ing 
of France, in which there is a distinct and full description of the Dutch territories 
wherein the line extends to the westward of Lake Amacou, making a distinct curve 
for the Lake of Parima and then running up to the Rio Negro according to the dotted 
line on the general map of Guiana.”  (Soprinted.)

It does not follow from the statement that certain authentic documents were trans
mitted by the Court of Spain to D ’Anville, that one of these documents was a map of 
Dutch Guiana, with a dotted line showing the boundaries of that colony. There may 
have been a map, but this is not necessarily inferrible from the statement.



It does not appear from the manuscript quoted when these documents were sent 
from Spain to the French geographer, but in D ’A nville ’s atlas of 1752 there is a map 
of South America (dated 1748) in which the boundaries of Dutch and French 
Guiana are distinctly marked by coloured lines, and the boundaries of Dutch Guiana 
as therein laid down are in accordance with the statement made by the writer of the 
manuscript in Mr. Lugrin’s possession. This map may have been made by D ’Anville 
from documents transmitted to him by the Spanish Court as the manuscript states. 
In this map Lake Amacou (or Amucu, as the map has it), lies south of the southern 
boundary and east of the western boundary of Dutch Guiana, as laid down, and the 
curved line referred to in the manuscript is drawn from the point of junction of the 
southern and western boundaries passing Lake Parima (a lake then believed in, but 
which does not exist), and then, as the writer of the manuscript states, is carried to 
the Rio Negro, a branch of the Amazon, and continued to the Amazon itself.

This map of D ’A nville ’s, of 1748, has this cartographical importance that it 
represents the territory now in dispute as then belonging to the Dutch.

In my article on this controversy in the H erald  of January 19, I did not refer to 
D ’Anville’s map, because my space was too limited to include all the cartographical 
evidence from the middle of the last century to the period of the cession of Guiana by 
the Dutch to the English in 1814; contenting myself with the general statement that 
all the cartographical evidence during this period of about forty years, so far as I had 
been able to ascertain, warranted the statement that the now disputed territory was 
then generally recognized by cartographers as belonging to the Dutch.

C h a s . P. D a l y .
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